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Writ by *Mijn' Heer FAGEL, 'J 
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"Mc. JAMES STEWART, Advocate;/ 


Giving an Account of the 


PRINCE awd PRINCESS 


of ORANGE's 


Thoughts concerning the Repeal of the TE $'T, 


and the PEN ASL -L AW'S. ; 


SIR, 


'"W Amextream ſorry, that my 'ill health hath ſo long hindred me 
1 from Anſwering thoſe Lecters, in which you {ocarneſtlv defired 
to know of me, what their Hizhneſſes thoughts are, centerning 
che*Repeal of the-Pena/ Laws, and more particularly of thatcons , 


« gerning the Tef : I beg you to aſſure your (elf, thac I will deal very 
' plainly with you in this matter, and with&ur Reſerve; ſince you ſay 


that-your. Letters were writ by the King's knowledge and allowance, 


: Imuſt thenFr/ of all.aflure yow very poſitively, thac their Hghneſſes 


have often declared, as I hey did it moreparticularly to the Marqueſs 
of Albevilte, His Mazeſties Envoy Extraordinary tothe States, that it - 
is their Opinion, That no Chrif:an ought to be perſecuted for his Confei- 
ence, or be ill uſed becauſe he differs from the.publick an1eſtabliſted Reli- 
gior :* And therefore, They: can conſent, thar the Papifts iu England, 
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Scotland and Ireland be ſuffcred to continue in their Religion, with ag - 
much Liberty as is allowed them by the Srates- in thele Provinces ; in 


which ir cannot be denicd, that they enjoy a full Liberty of Cunſci- 


ence. * And as for the Diſenters, Their Highneſes do not only conſent, _ 


bur do heartily approve of their havingan entire Liberty, for the full 
Exerciſe of their Religion, without any trouble or hindrance 4 ſo thai 
none may be: able to give. them. the leaſt difrurbance upap that ac- 
Count. 


And their Highneſſes are very ready, in cafe His Majeſty ſhall think - 
fit ro defite ir, rodeclare their willingnelsto concur in the ſerling, and - 


coptirming this Liberty, ,and as far asir lies in them. they will pro-z 
reft and detend ir, and according to the language of T teatics, T hey 


will confirm it with their Gazranty; of which you made mention in : 


yours, 


'And if His Majeſty ſhall think fic fuithier to deſire rtetr concurrencer - 


in the Repealing of the Penal Laws, T hey arc ready to give it ; pro- 
vided atwaies that thoſe Laws remain Rill in their full vigour, by which 
the R.Cathalicks are ſ:Rt.ont of both Houſes of Parliament, and out of «lb 
publick Emplyments, Ecclefiaftical, Crnl and Military ; as likewile ait 
thoſe otber Laws , which. conasm the. Proteft.czt. Religion, and which 
iccures it againſt a!] che attemp's of the R. Cathobcks. Til 
Bur cheir Highneſſes cannot agree to the Repeal of the Tef, or of 

thoſe other Penal Laws liſt mentioned, that tend to the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtant Feligion ; (ince. the R. Etho/icks receive r.o o:her prejudice 
from theſe, than the beingexcluded from Parliaments, or from pubs 
lick Employments. And that by. them-the Proteffant Religion is co- 
vercd from all the Deſigns of the ay yay þ againſt it, or againſt 


the publick fafqxy ;. And neither the Te nor theſe other Laws can he -- 


faid to catry in them any ſeverity againſt the R..Catholicks upon ac- 
count of their Canſciences-: .They are only Proviſions qualifying men 
to be Members of Parliament, or to be capable of bearing Office ; 
by whxh they mult declare before God and Men, that they are for 
the ProteFaut Religion... So trat indeed, allthisamounts to no more 
than a ſecuring the Protefant Religion from any Prejudices that it may 
receive from the R. Catholicks. 

Their H:ghneſſes have thought and do ſtill think, that more than 


'tbis ought not to be askt, or expeted from Them : fince by this 


means, the Roman Catholicks and their Poſterity will be for ever4ce- 


curee] - 


vl 


i 


7 -egrea from all trouble in their Perlous or Eſtates, or in the Exercite 
-- of their Religion ; and that the - Roman Catho/icks-ought to be ſariShed 
! with rhis; and not tro diſquiet the Kingdom becavule they carnot be 
+ admitted to (it in Parliament, or to be in-Employments ; « r becauſe 
: thole Laws, in which the lecurity of the Protetant Religion dces chiefly 
conliſt,. are not r. pcaled, by which they: may te pur in a condition 
. to overturn It. | 
- Their Highneſs co allobclieve, that the Diſenters wi'l be fully fa- 
tified when they ſhall be for ever covered from all danger of being di- 
ſturbed, or puniſhed tor the#ree Exerciſe of their-Re/zgion, upon any 
Hott of pretence whatlocver. | 
Their Highneſſes hat ing declared themfclves ſo poſitively iv cheſe 
martters, it tcems very plain to me, that T hey are far from being awy 
hindrance to the Freeing the D:ſſenters from rhe Severity of the Pen? 
Laws; ſince chey are ready to utc their urmoſt endeavors for the cta- 
bliſhing of it 3 nor do they xt all preſs the denying to the Roman Ca- 
tholicks the exerciic of their Re gion, provided it'be managed mo- 
deſtly, and withour Pomp or Oftentation. As tor my own part, [ 
eycr Was and flill am very much againſt all -chole, who would peric- 
cute any Chriſtian becauſc he differs trom the publick and cſtabliſhed 
Religion: And | hope by the Grace ot God to continue ſtill in the ſame 
mind ; for ſince that Light,with which Retigionilluminates our mind, 
is according. to my ſenſe of things, purely an ctteof the Mercy af 
God to tis, we ought then, as1 think, to render to God all poſſible 
'Thanks-for his Goodneſs to us: and 1o have pity for thoſe whoare' 
{till fhnt-up in Error, even as God has pitied'us, and to pur up molt: 
earneſt prayers to God, tor bringing thole into the way of Truch, who” 
ſtray from ir, and to uſc all gentle and friendly methods for reducing 
'themto ir. — bi | 
Bur I confeſs, 1 could never comprehend how any that profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriftians, and thar may enjoy their Relagon; freely and with- 
out any diſturbance, can nn. ictal for them to go about rodi- 
ſturb the Quiet of any Kimgdom or State, or tooverturn Conſticutions, 
that fo they themſclves may be admitred ro Employments, and that 
thoſe Laws in which the Securiry and Quiet of rhe eſtabliſhed Religion 
conſiſts, ſhonld beſhaken. | rl 
Ic is plain, that the Reformed Religion is by the Grace of God and 
by the Laws of the Land, Ms" both King atd has 
12 tae 


3. 
the -publick ;and eftabiſbed Religion both in Eygiend, Scothnid and © 


Jreland ;.and that it is provided by thoſe Laws, thae:none can be ad- 
Mited either to a place in Par4gmenty.qr-to auy Publick:Employment 
except thole that do apenly declare, .that they. are of the Protefant 


Religion, and not Roman Catbolicks; and.it is alſo: provided by thele - 
L #»s, tharthe Prote/tant Religion (hall be in all rime coming, ſecured - 
from the Defigns of the Roman. Catholichs againſt it; in all which ] : 
do not ſee, that theſe Laws contain any Severity, either againſt the 

hoſe-T, els, that are + 
contrai y. to the Roman Catholick. Religionz..all the inconveniences that : 
can redoun\4 to them from thence, is, that their Perſons, their Eſtaces, . 


Perſons or Eſtates of thoſe. who cannot take :t 


and even the Exerciſe of their Religion being aſſured ro them, only 
they can have no ſhare in the Government, nor iu Offices of Truſt,as 


Jong as their Confciences do not allow them to take thele Teffs: and 
they are not ſuffered to doar y thinghat is to the prejud:ct of the Re- .- 


formed Religion. .. - 
Since, as 1 have: already told you,--T heir Highneſs ate ready to 


concur with his Majeſty for the Repeal of cho'e Penal Laws, by which 
men ate made liable ro fines or other Puniſhments. -. 


So I ſee there Remains no d:ffigalty concerning the Repealing the 


Per at Laws, but only this, that ſome would hayethe Roman Catho- 


{cks render'd capable of all publick Truſts and Employments, and : 


that by conſequence, --all thoſe ſhould ke repealed that have ſecured 
the Prote//ant Religion againſt the deſigns of the Roman Catholicks, where 
others art the ſame time are not-leſs earneſt-ro have thoſe Laws main- 


eaincd in their full and due vigom : and think, that the chief Secutiry - 


of the eſtabliſhed Refigion conliſts. in the..perſerying of them Sacred 
and uyſhaken. 


I is certain, that there is no- Kingdom, Commonwealth, or . any con- 
ſited Body or Aſſembly whatſoever, in Which there are not Laws - 
made. for. the Safety thereof ; and that provide againſt all Attempts 


wharzloever, thar diſturb their Peace, and that preſcribe the Con- 


d;zjons and Qualities chat they judge neceflary for. all that ſhall bear - 


Employments in that Kipgdom, State or Corporation : And no man 
ceaq pretend, that there is any Injury done him, that he 1snot admur- 
ted ro Imployments when he doth not fatisfic the Conditions and 
Qualities required. | Eo 

Not cag it begdenicd,tbat there is a great difference to be oþſcryed 
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' inthe .condudt of thoſe-of the $723 Religion, and: of the. Rumen © 
Cutdbolicks, towards one another: The Roman Cathelicks not being = + 
fatisfied 'to- exclude the ' Reformed from all places .of 'profir or. of 
Truſt, they do abloiurely ſupprets the whole Exerciſe of that Re4gzon, 
and feyerely per/ecute all that profets ir; and this they do in all thoſe 
places where it is late and without danger, to carry en that rigour, 
And 1 am ſorry that we have at this preſent ſo many” deplorable In- 
Rances of this teverity before our-eyes, that is at the lame time put in 
.pratice in {o many. differear places. - - | 
I would theretore gladlv fee one fingle:good reaſon to movea Prote- 
farit that fears God.and that is concerned for his Re&gzen, to conſent to * 
the Repcaling of choſe Laws that have been cnafted by the Authority - 
of-King and Parliament, which have no other tendency but the ſecus © 
tity of che Reformed-Religion,and tothe reftraining ofche Rowan Catho- 
els from 4 capacity of overturning it; theſe Laws inflict neither Eines 
nor Punithments, and do only excluJiethe Roman Catholicks from a 
ſhare in the Goverament, who by being in Employments mult needs - 
ſtudy t@ increaſe their Party, and to gain to it more Credirand Power, + 
which by what. we: ſee every day, we muſt conclude, will be ex- 
treamly dangerous to the” Reformed Religzon, and mult turn to: its | 
great prejudice: ſince-in all places, thoſe that arc in publick Employ- 
ments, do naturally Favour that Religion of whiclr they are, cither 
more or leſs. And who would: go about to perſwade me-or any matt ' 
Eliſe ro endeavour to* move Their Highneſſes, whom God hath ho- 
neured fo. far asto make them the Proreors of his Church,toapprove 
of, or to confentto things ſo hurtful,” both ro the Reformed Religion 
and to the publick.Satery.* Nor can 1, Str, with your good leave, in 
any way grant What you apprehend, That no prejudice will thereby 
redound tothe Reformed Religion. ; : 
I know ir is commonly ſaid.that the number-of the. Roman Catho- 
licksih England and Scotland is very inconfiderable;.and that they are 
1 only ofa very ſmallnumber af the places of Truſt : tho even * 
as tothis,the caſe is quite different in-Frelaud "us yourwft of neceſ-- 
fry grant me; that it their numbers are: (mall, then 'it 1s not reaſona- 
ble thatthe publick Peace ſhould be diſturbed on theaccount of fo few = 
puny eſpecially when ſo. great a favour may be offered to them; 
as the free Exerciſe of their Religion would be': and '1f their: 
numbers arc greater, then there is ſo muchthe more reaſon, to be af- 
fraid of them; Ido indeed believe that Roman Catholicks, as chings 


as * 
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. rat preſent ſtand; will not be vey delirous 4o' be in: publick Offices atid 
_ -Employr3enrs, tot that they will make. any atiempts.upon' theRe- 
formed Religion, both bcecaule thts 15 cuntrary io Law, aud. becaule of 
the great Inconventences that this m.ay.bring at {one other unie both 
on their Perions, and their Efiatcs ; yet.it the Refiraints ot the Lus 
Wetc once taken oft, you would tecahem brovghe imothe Govern- 
ment, .and the chict Offices and Places ot TI ruſt would-be. puc in their 
thands;:nor will ut be caly ra His Mazeſty to teltſt them in this, how 
ſtedfalt fover he may te; for they will certainly prels hint hard in ir, 
and they will repretent chis..to the King, as a mattcr in Which His 
Conicience will be concerned ;5 and. when they arc. poſicfled oj the 
Publick Offices, . what will be lett.tor the Proretants to do, who will 
fnd 30 more the ſupport of the Law, and can expect: linle Encou- 
 ragement from [uch-Magiſtratcs and on the other hand; che Advan- 
rages that the «Rewran Catholicks would find in being rhuy let looſe-from 
all Reſtraints, are ta plain, that it were a Joſs of time co go aboutrhe 
proving it. . I neither.can nor will doubrof the {tncerny of His Ma- 
zelites intentions, and tharHe has no other defign betore Him in this 
matcer, bur that. all lis Subjets may: cnjoy-in -all,thivgs the ſame 
Kightsand-Freedems. DIA 5 4 
-" Bur plain Reaſon, as well as th Experience of all Ages, thepreſent 
as well as the paſt, ſhews, chat ic will be impothble for R.Catholrichksand 
Prote4ints, when they are mixcd together 1n places of T ruſt and pub- 
lick Employmennss, - ro live rogerther. peaceably, or to maintain a 
good Corrcipondence _ T hey wilt be-certainly alwaies jealous 
of one another; Forrhe Principles:and the. Maxims of both Religions 
are {o oppofice ro one another, that in my opinion I do not ſee how it 
will bein the power of any Prince ar King whatſocver, ro keep down 
thole Suipicions and Animoſitics, which will be apt to arile upon all 

occations. | | | 
_ . As for thas which you apprehend, that the Diſſenters [hall notbe de- 
hivered from the Pena! Laws that are. made againſt them, unleſs at 
the ame time the Teff be likewiſe repealed , This will be indeed a 
rear tuinhappinels ro them; but the Roman Cathelicks. are only to 
lame for #, who will rather be content that they and their Poſteriry 
ſhould hie {tilt under the weight of the Penal! Lews, and expoſed to 
' "the hatred of che whole Nation, than be {ili reſtrained from-aicapacity 
of accempting-any thing againſt the Peace and the Sccuriry of the > 
17264. | . teſtant 
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tebant Retigion, and bedeprived of that (mall advantage (if i js at all 
to bereckoned one ) of having a ſhare in the Government and publick 
Employments z ſince in all places of the World this has been alwaics 
the priviledge- of che Religion that is eſtabliſhed by Law ; and indeed 
theſe Attempts'of the Roman Cathol:cks ought to be ſo much the more” 
ſuſpeted and guarded againſt by Proteus, in that they ſee that Ro-" 
man Catholicks, even when liable ro rhe Severity of Penal Laws; do. 
 yetendeavour to perſwade his Mijefy,to make the Proteflants, whether 

they will or not, diſſolve that Securicy which they have for their Re- * 
ligion : and tocſear away for bringing in the Roman Catholicks to the; 
Government and to publick Employments ? in whichicaſethere would 
remain no relief for thear but- what wer2To be expected frem a. Roman -' 
Catholick Government. - | | | 

Such chen will be very tmjuſt to rheir. Higaneſſes, who ſhall blame' 
them for any Inconvenicncy that may arile from thence z ſince they 
haye dcclared themſelves {b freely on this ſubjeA;and that fo much to. 
the advantage even of the RomanCa'holrcke, ' And ſtice the Setlement* 
of matters ſticks at this (ingle point, that T heir Highneſs cannot be * 
brought co conſent tt things thatare ſo contrary co Laws alteady in, 
being,” and that areſo dangerous and lo hurtful'roche Proteftant Reli- 
gion,as the admitting of Roman Catholicks to a [hate in the Government, - 
and to places of Truſt, and the Repcaling of thoſe Laws, that can 
haveno other effect but che Securing of the Protefunt Religion from 
all-the Attempts of the Roman Catholicks. againſt it wauld'be. | 

You write, That the Roman Catholicks in theſe Provinces are not ſhut 
out from Employments and places of Trajt ; But in this you are much mi- 
ftaken.For our Laws are exprels,exciuJingthem by name from a!l ſhare 
in the Government.and [rom all Employments cither of the Policy or 
Juſtice of our Country. It is true, I donot know of any expreſs Law; 
that ſhuts them ovr of Military Emplovments ; that had indeed been 
hard, fince in the firſt Formation of our State they joyned withus in 
defending our publitk Liberty, and did us emitient ſervice during the 
Wars ;: therefore they were nor ſhut our from thoſe Milicary Employ: / 
ments ; for thepublick Safety was no wav endanger'd by this, both be- 
cauſe their numbers that (erved in our Troops were not great, and bþe- - 
cauſe the Stazescould cafily prevent any Inconyeniencethat might ariſe ' 
out of that ; "Which could not have been done fo eaſily; if-the Roman 
Catholicks had been admirted to a Share in the Goyernment,and in the 
Policy or Juſtice of our State. - | Ian +? 


 . —_— | 
' Fam very-certain of this, of Chick [ could give very" good *proafs; 
- that there isnothing which. Their Bighreſes delire fo.muc! that His 
Majefty may Reign .happily.and.in an itirire Confidence with his Sub-- 
j.&s ;, and thar His Subjetts being perlwaded-of: His Aujefies farherly 
* aftcQtion co-them, may be ready to make. him all the returns of dury- 
thatare in their.power : But their Highneſſes are convinced intheir 
Couſctences, that borh the. Proteſtant. Religzon-and the Safety of the:Ne- 
tion, would beexpoſcd romo't cerrain-Dangecs, if either the. Tef, or 
thoſe other Pena! Laws,of which I bave made frequent mentiomfhoutd: 
: beRepealed; Therefore they cannot conſent. to this cr courur with hisNa- 
 jety's 1Wih ; for they believethey ſhould have much to Aiſwer for to Godgif 
. the confederation of any preſent advantages ſhould carry them to eonſent and 
concur in things which they believe would. be nt only dangerous but mif- 
. chievoug to the Proteſtant Rel:gion. | 
- Their Highnefſes bave ever pay*d a moſ} profound Duty td His&z- 
: Jefty which they will alwaics continue to do ; for they conſider them- 
elves bound to ir,- both by the Laws of God and of Nature : Bur fince 
the matter that is now in hand,tclatcs not cro-rhe making of new Laws, 
- but co the total Repealing of thoſe-aircady made both by«King andPar- 
Jiament ; they do_ not {ee how it can be expected, of them, thar they 
. ſhould conſent to ſuch a Repeal,to which they have (o-juſt an averſion, 
_ as beipgathing chat is contrary to che Laws and Cuſtoms of all Chriſti 
an States, - whcther Proteſtants or Papits, who receive none to fhare 
im theGoyernmcat, or to publick Employments,.but thoſe who profeſs 
the publick and citabliſhed Re/igzon, and that takecaretofecure it 
' againſt all aticerpts whatſoever, | 
I do not think. it neceſſary to acmonfitrate to you how much'theix 
; Highneſſes are devorcd to His Majeſty, of which they have given ſuch 
real Evidences as axe beyond all verbal cnes ; and they arc. Reſolved 
ſill ro continucin the ſame Duty and AﬀeCtion 3-or rather toencreafe 
it, if chatis poſſible.” Iam, -SIR, 
:Yours, ec. 
- Now. 4+ 1687. 
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